DIVORCE AND RE-MARRIAGE

he is usually unwilling to divorce her, but when he marries
again, inevitably a young girl, it is customary for him to
pacify the older woman with a gift equivalent to the new
bride's marriage price. Thus women acquire wealth,
indeed the independent possession of property by man and
wife is regarded in a favourable light.

'How many children have you got, Instahail ?' I asked of
one of my Qara escort.

'Three/ he said, 'a girl and two boys/

cFrom the same wife?5

'No, the girl is old and is the woman of Fadhlallah here.
Her mother I divorced/

Why?'I said.

'She bore me nothing (that is, no sons). But it was she
who asked for the divorce.'

'And did you claim half your gatlap back ?'

'More. I gave six cows for her, and demanded and got
eight for her divorce.'

'And what gailap did you get for your daughter's
marriage ?'

'Four cows. She was worth more, but Fadhlallah is her
cousin, and could afford no more, so I let him have her/

'So you were six cows to the good. Two from your wife,
and four from your daughter ?'

He laughed. *W*allahil I was a fool, for she married Bir
Zaidi and bore him four sons.'

'And your second wife?' I enquired.

'She bore me three sons and six daughters, but only two
of my sons live.'

'And supposing you meet the first wife who is the wife of
another, what are your relations?'

'I may not salute her cheek or hand, but only ask "het
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